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great satisfaction that has come to me through
my writings has been that it has brought me the
friendship of some people, whom otherwise I should
not have known, whom I love, and who love me*
There are a great many good and interesting peo-
ple in the world, and I have been favored to meet
many of them.' Speaking one day of modern
writers, he said,c I regard Emerson as foremost in
the rank of American poets; he has written better
things than any of us.' It was always a delight to
hear his comments upon the public men he had
known, from John Quincy Adams down to our
own time. While retaining a lively interest in all
literary and political matters and keeping abreast
of current events, he dwelt most intently in his
later years upon the great spiritual and eternal
realities of God. By the open fire in the even-
ing he would talk for hours upon sacred themes,
ever grateful for the rich blessings of his life and
looking with reverent curiosity towards the future,
often saying he should not only be willing but
glad to go in God's own time, but that he was also
glad to live. There was not a shadow of doubt in
his mind concerning the immortality of the soul,
and one day when speaking of his own hope and
expectation for the life to come, he sadly said, ' I
wish Emerson could have believed this.' It sad-
dened him to feel that one whom he so deeply loved
and revered had not been sustained by this most
passionate longing of our human nature. ( He
never seemed to care to discuss the subject,' said
Mr. Whittier; 'but near the close of his life, when
our conversation had turned upon it, and I saw him